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Tattooing and painting

The Polish/Austrian femnale tattoo artist Osa is the daughter of
the well-respected artist Waldi whose work we featured in Skin
Deep some time ago. Just like her father she combines the art of
tattooing and painting to equally good effect. “Tattooing starts
with drawing and painting” she says.

agether with Waldi she runs
the studio/art sallery called
Shockin City in Vienna. Osa
has been in and around the
tattooing scene pretty much
from the day she could walk
and started to tattoo when
she was 12 years old when She living in
the neighbourhood of the Polish capital
Warsuw. When she was 15, she moved to
Austria,

[l seen ber al work &l a econvention in
Vianden, Luxemburg. She was tattooing the
back of o lemale customoer with the faces
of elves in remarckable sharp colours, Talso
know of Waldi's art. Bul Osa is an artist with
her own ideas. “The talloos are always my
own kdea” she tells me. " The starting-point
is what the customer wanls but 1 don't lel
him or her tell me whal [ have (o tattoo, so
we work it out together”

1

Elves and the four elements
Usi combines elves with the four elements.
"I make now two elements: fire and waler,
The side of the fire T tattoo with red colours.
the side of the water with hlue and purple
colours” she says, "L don'l deaw o design
onto paper first, thal makes no sense Lo me
at all. The back is not as flat as a plece of
paper. 'The characteristics of the back are
very important, [Hike Lo work thal way an
other purts of the body too, The shape of
the body is the starting-point for me and
not the piece of paper, | draw my designs
directly onto the skin. with felt pen, Lalways
work like that.

School of art

Wlhen | asked Osa if she learned the art of
tattooing from Waldi, she answers; "Nobuody
can teach you how to tattoo. What you can
learn is drawing and painting, which I've
done since my childhood, At elemaentary
school 1was drawing better than my
teacher. [ am still drawing and painting,

but not in the studio. | have a big house
with an atelier. There | have the peace and
tranguillity to paint. Sometimes | paint long
into the night. Although | never followed an
arl education, | now give painting lessons
mvsell, not in groups bul privately. | still
make pen-drawings and oil paintings when
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“Tattooing starts with drawing and painting and not
the other way round, that doesn't take you any further,
artistically. Go'to a school of art first and then take the
following step and start to tattoo: Technically you can
only learn to tattoo by trying’

| can. ™ “Tattooing starts with drawing and airbrush. You have to master the technique
painting, she adds. "And not the other way of airbrushing. 1 did that too: airbrushing is
round, that doesn't bring you uny further, just like graffiti;

artistically. Go to a school of art frst and

then take the following step and start to Osa and Waldi

tattoo, Technically you can only learn to When | told Osa | could see a resemblance
tattoo by trying. In thal way vou learn in her work with that of Waldi, she says.

to master it. It's the same as when you “But we are very different Loo. I make
change from drawing with a pencil to an thinner lines, for example. Waldl makes
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cubistic shapes, which have always
fascinated him. It's attracting me too but

I am also fascinated by the paintings of

the Wiener Secession”. Alter 1900 this ar
style became very popular in Vienna as a
version of Jugendstil {Arl Nouvean) and was
a rebellion against conservatism in art, and
it brought resurgence to the art of painting,
Osa tells me she likes angular forms and
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that she wants her tattoos to look graphic.
"l 'don't make big blocks of colour like
Waldi, incthat way we are different. OF
course we also inflluence each othet, we
olton exchange experiences. We work in Lhe
same studio and Waldi sees whal | tattoo
and vise-versa.

Painters and other cultures

Dsa is more inspired by other painters

than by tattoo artists, "1 am influenced

by miuny things. By Picasso and images
[rm other eultures like the Aztees and the
Egyptians’ she says. "And my inspiration

15 ot just modernart but painters from

L pasl Forexample Polish artists [ike
Mitejko and Beksinski who recently passed
uway. And by the Austrian-artist Fuchs.

‘The last one made such a’beantiful dome
with golden leaves, The Second World War
fnscinuted Beksinski, he documented his
experiences in the war in his paintings.
They are colourfil but also cruel, Matejko
ts much older, he is an arfist from before
communizsm, He wis g painter of kings and
hattlefields.” '

Tattoo studio and art gallery
The studio of Osa and Waldilooks like an

art grllery. They have bwo rooms in which
they tattoo, They also carry out piercings
there oo, The walls are full of paintings. You
wilknot find examples of done taltoos or
[lash like In athertaltoo shops. Customers
don't visit the studio just fora tatioo or

| *e50

|

Bunuie, pue buioon

[ssLi 143 |+



4

n

incl Fainti

o
L=
bor

Osa. [attocing

piercing. “We are also visited by people who
are only interested in our paintings and
they can see them in our studic™ Osa says,
Usa and Waldi don't tattoo everybody. “The
customers who visit us usnally know of us
already. They know what they can expect
when visiting, When someone visits us for
the first time, we explain to him or her aboul
the most important aspects of tuttooing,
that tattooing is a form of body arl and

that we draw directly onto the skin, When

a customer has his own design, we have to
be convineed that it fits well on a particular
part of body where the customer wants it”

Colours and forms of nature
Waldi and Osa both have regular customers
but they also make collaborative pieces
together. ~We make paintings and tattoos
together, Usa says, “Or [ will start by
drawing onto the skin first and then Waldi
continues with the tattoo. 1 only do that
when the tattoo is to contain images of
animals or of plants and herbs as like
to 1 study them. So 1 have a sense of the
proportions when [ draw them. walk a lot
in the Wienerwald (A large wooded area),
northwest of Vienna. This is a big walking
ared and | find much of my inspiration in
the colours of nature but also in the forms |
see there. The shape of a plant or a fern. In
nature [ see so many forms and ornaments
that I can use in my paintings or tattoos.
S0 Osa s not only inspired by the colours
ol nature but also by the ornamental forms
anel figures she sees in nature. She abstracts
them from their surroundings, Because
an artist such as Osa has to detach hersell
from the beauty she sees around her, She
can the reproduee the richness of colours
and forms and combines them with Images
from other cultures, And so using these
influences Osa can transform many of these
new images in her tattoos or paintings.

shocking City- Burggasse 63-1070Wenen
Uostenrijk. Tet: 004315228067
nipySwww osattattoo.at.gs

hitpsAwww waldemar.at os
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